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There is another case, he observes, which resembles it in fact, but falls within 
another principle. The use of violence with an intent to procure miscarriage with¬ 
out the consent of the woman, is an highly aggravated assault and indictable at 
common law. So, where, upon a similar attempt, by drugs or instruments, the 
death of the mother ensues, the party making snch attempt, with or without the 
consent of the mother, is guilty of the death of the mother on the ground that it is 
an act done without lawful purpose. 

But, at common law, the Court were of opinion that no indictment would Jie, 
for attempts to procure abortion with the consent of the mother, until she is quick 
with child, although all must agree, that such acts are in a high degree offensive 
to good morals and injurious to society. , ,, , 

It is mentioned, in a note to this ease, that the Legislature of Massachusetts sub¬ 
sequently made provision for the punishment of the offence with which the de¬ 
fendant was charged in this case.— Metcalf's Massachusetts Reports , vol. ix. 

T. li. D. 


71. Case of Poisoning by Arsenic relieved by the vse of Magnesia. —Mr. Lepage, apo¬ 
thecary atGisors, states the following in a letter to M. Bussy, director of the School 
of Pharmacy, with a request that it may be laid before the Royal Academy ot 

Medicine. , . , 

On the 30th of May, 1846, at 6 A. M., Dr. Ardiege and myself were requested, 
by the Commissary of Police, to visit P. Delamotte, who, it was stated, had 
poisoned himself the evening previous. We found him suffering severely with 
pain, and his lips still covered with a whitish powder. On inquiring of him, as to 
the cause of this suicidal act, he stated that the evening previous, he had murdered 
a female with whom he had lived in adultery, and in order to escape the hands ot 
justice had swallowed, at 11 o’clock, a large cupful of arsenic dissolved in water. 

It appears that Delamotte had eaten a hearty supper previous to taking the poi¬ 
son. He had vomited and purged repeatedly during the night. His present con¬ 
dition is, a small irregular pulse, heat over the body, a sense of constriction in the 
throat, excessive thirst, horrible pain in the stomach and bowels, urine scanty and 
high coloured, respiration easy, but the patient is groaning incessantly. 

We put in use the new method proposed by M. Bussy, and administered cal¬ 
cined magnesia suspended in water during ten hours (he took about 100 gram¬ 
mes), and under its effect we had the pleasure of observing all the alarming 
symptoms disappear; the colic ceased, he passed a quiet night, but without sleep, 
•and the next day was convalescent. , 

During the administration oi the magnesia the patient vomited frequently tor the 
first six hours. The matters thus vomited were collected and thrown on a filter, 
and the transparent liquid was tested by the apparatus of Marsh, and large arseni¬ 
cal spots were produced. . . 

From these results, the reporters are of opinion that magnesia thus given lorms 
with arsenious acid, an arsenic insoluble in water , and that its efficacy as an antidote 
is hence unquestionable. . 

It is probable that Delamotte swallowed about fifteen grammes ot arsenic. As 
a criminal, he was subsequently removed to prison and continued in good health 
until the 5th of June, when he was found dead, from hanging himsell in hiss cell. 
— Bulletin de I’Academie Royale de Mcdecine, June 9, 1846. T. R. B. 

72. Sale of Poisonous Substances.—The French Government has recently revised 
its laws and ordinances on this subject. By a royal ordinance, dated October 26, 

1826, the following are designated as belonging to that class:— 

Acetate of mercury, acetate of morphine, acetate of zinc, arsenious acid and the 
various preparations in which it enters, cyanhydrie (prussic acid), aconite and its 
compounds, sulphuric alcohol (eau de rabel), anemone pulsatilla and its prepara¬ 
tions, false angustura and its preparations, atropine, belladonna and its prepara¬ 
tions, brucine and its preparations, bryony and its preparations, canthandes and 
their preparations, carbonate of copper, carbonate ot ammonia, cevadilla and its 
preparations, chloride of antimony, chloride of morphine, ammoniaco-mercurial 
chloride, chlorides of mercury, hemlock and its preparations, codeine and its pre¬ 
parations, colocynth and its preparations, coneine and its preparations, cocculus 
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indicus and its preparations, eolehicum and its preparations, ry anti ret of mercury, 
daturine, digitalis, and its preparations, elaterium and its preparations, black hel¬ 
lebore and its preparations, white hellebore and its preparations, emetine, tartar 
emetic, spurge and its preparations, euphorbium and its preparations, St. Ignatius 
bean and its preparations, oil of cantharides, oil of hemlock, croton oil, oil ot 
spurge, ioduret of ammonia, ioduret ol arsenic, ioduret of potassium, ioduret ot 
mercury, kermes mineral, lauro-cerasus and its preparations, laudanum and all 
its compounds and mixtures, jatropha curcas, golden sulphur of antimony, ergot 
and its preparations, stavesaere, turpeth mineral, arsenical liquor of 1 earson. arse¬ 
nical liquor of Fowler, morphine and its compounds, narcotine, narceine, narcis¬ 
sus, nicotianine, necotine, ammoniaco-rnercnrial nitrate, nitrate of mercury, opium, 
oxyd of mercury, pierotoxine, rhus radicans, savine. solanine, sulphate of mercu¬ 
ry, tartrate of mercury, strychnine and its compounds, verahine. 

Among the enactments are the following— 

1 . Whoever wishes to engage in the sale of one or more of the above articles 
must make a declaration of the same before the Mayor of the Commune, stating 

the place of sale. . , 

2. Chemists and manufacturers employing one or more of these are required to 
make a similar declaration. All of these are to be registered, and m case ot re¬ 
moval to another place, due notice is to be given. 

3. The above substances can alone be sold on the written request ot the buyer. 

signed by him. ., ,, 

i. All purchases or sales are to be registered according to a form prescribed by 
the mayor or commissary of police. , 

5. The sale of poisonous substances for medical use, shall only be allowed to an 
apothecary on the prescription of a physician, surgeon, officer ol health, or a bre- 

vetted veterinarian. . , 

6 . These prescriptions shall be signed, dated, and state in letters the dose ot the 
respective substances, as well as the manner in which they are to be administered. 

7 The apothecaries shall enter these prescriptions in a register, which shall at 
all times be open to legal inspection. . 

8 . The apothecary, on delivering the medical prescription, shall annex to it a 
label stating his name and residence, and mentioning whether the article is to be 
used internally or externally. 

9. Arsenic and its compounds may be sold for other than medical purposes, 
provided they be combined with other substances, and the formulas for these shall 
be prepared with the approbation of the Secretary of State of Agriculture and[Com¬ 
merce. to wit: For the treatment of domestic animals, by the Council of Professors 
of the Veterinary School of Alfort. For the destruction of hurtful animals and the 
preservation of objects of natural history, by the School of Pharmacy. 

10. The sale of arsenic and its compounds are forbidden for the cleansing ot 
grain, the embalming of the human body* and the destruction of insects. 

11 . Poisonous substances should always be kept by merchants, manufacturers 
and apothecaries in a safe place and under lock and key. 

12 . The transportation or delivery of these articles should be made in the most 
careful manner. 

The punishment for the infringement of these rules may he a fine lrom 100 to 
3000 francs and imprisonment from six days to two months, and confiscation ot 
the articles seized. This not to preclude criminal prosecutions, if the nature of the 
case requires it.— Gazette des Tribunaux , November 1, 1846. 
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73. Edinburgh Statutes regarding the Degree.— The statutes of the Medical Faculty 
of the University of Edinburgh, regulating the education of candidates for the 
degree of doctor in medicine have undergone, in the course of twenty-two years, 
from the end of 1824 to the present time, three changes. The first of these, m 
1825, related to the extension of the period of study from three to four years , ana an 
increase in the number of the branches of education to be studied. The second change, 



